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alone is capable of making Socialism a success.   The Christian
critic will have no quarrel with the Marxian Socialism for going
as far as it does: he will criticize it for not going far enough.  Its
fatal flaw in his eyes will be a sin of omission and not a sin of
commission.
Thus, from ;the Christian standpoint, the Marxian experiment
in Socialism is a tragedy; but this cannot be the Christian observer's
last word; for the responsibility for this tragedy is manifestly
shared by the Christian Church itself.
How, in face of such evidence as we have cited, are we to explain
the Marxian attitude towards Christianity? The Marxians not
only maintain that there is no trace of Socialism in the Christian
tradition and that their own prophet has been the first to awaken
Man's social conscience: they actually declare that Christianity
is one of the most formidable obstacles in the way of their own
effort to apply Socialism in practice. * Christianity', they say, *is
the opiate of the People*; and, in the Soviet Union at any rate,
this supposed antithesis and incompatibility between Socialism
and Christianity has been so sincerely believed in, and so strongly
felt, that the votaries of Christianity or of any other theistic religion
have been debarred, ex ojjficio religionis, from admission to mem-
bership of the All-Union Communist Party. In fact, Communism
has been definitely and militantly anti-Christian. And, when we
ask how this has come to be when Socialism and philanthropy
loom as large as they do in the Christian tradition, the answer is,
of course, that the Christianity against which the Communists
have declared war is neither the first-century Christianity of
Jerusalem nor the fourth-century Christianity of the Roman Empire
but the nineteenth-century and twentieth-century Christianity of
the Western World and Russia. It is our modern Western and
modern Russian practice of Christianity that has given this occa-
sion for an enemy to blaspheme; and a practice that has aroused
a hatred and contempt which are .plainly as sincere as they are
vehement must have fallen far indeed below the Christian practice
of the first four centuries.
Thus the campaign against Christianity which is to-day an
integral part of the propaganda of Marxian Socialism is a challenge
to the living generation of Christians to examine their consciences
and to throw themselves, once more, into an essential Christian
activity which they have neglected, or even abandoned, in modern
times; and we may aptly begin by addressing the Apostate's search-
ing questions to ourselves:
* Are we refusing to face the fact that Atheism owes its success above
all to its philanthropy? . . . These are virtues which we ourselves ought